All Things Work Together for Justification and Glorification
Of Those Who Love God

(Romans 8:28)

“For You did form my inward parts; You did knit me together in my mother’s
womb; | will confess and praise you for You are fearful and wonderful and for the
awful wonder of my birth! Wonderful are You works, and that my inner self knows
right well. My frame was not hidden from You when | was being formed in secret
[and] intricately and curiously wrought in the depths of the earth; Your eyes saw
my informed substance, and in Your book all the days [of my life] were written
before ever they took shape, when as yet there was none of them” (Ps. 139:13-
16). God’s sovereignty and wisdom demonstrated here is out of reach of the
human understanding. In the formation of our body, God planed our future. “And
in Your book, all the days were written before ever they took shape, when as yet
there was none of them” (vs.16). God has always loved us. Even while He was
creating us. However, man has left the comfort of God’s love to do their own
thing. But among many, there are a few who have been faithful to Him. Their love
for God has rewarded them with His calling and choosing them to be justified,
sanctified and glorified. “Work together for good,” The good mentioned here is in
reference to the spiritual good of justification, sanctification and glorification. The
verses 29-30 explain in detail the “good” referred in verse 28 of Romans: For those
whom He foreknew [of whom He was aware and loved beforehand], He also
destined from the beginning to be molded into the image of His Son
(sanctification) [and share inwardly His likeness], that He might become the
firstborn among many brethren and those whom He thus foreordained, He also
called; and those whom He called, He also justified. And those whom He justified,
He also glorified [raising them to a heavenly dignity and condition or state of
being].

The word molding has a strong connotation; it denotes strong action to conform
anything to what it must be. We have an example in the book of Jeremiah the
Prophet, when the Lord sent him to a potter’s house. Jeremiah said, | went to the
potter’s house, and behold, he was working at the wheel; and the vessel that he
was making from clay was spoiled in the hand of the potter; so, he made it over,
reworking it into another vessel it seemed good to the potter to make it. Then the
word of the Lord came to me; O house of Israel, can | not do with you as this




potter does? Says the Lord. Behold, as the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in
My hand, O house of Israel (Jer. 18:1-6). This is a perfect picture of the meaning of
Romans 8:28. As a pot is made of clay, so are we. God, our Creator, has the power
to mold us into His likeness, as He told Jeremiah, O house of Israel, can | not do
with you as this potter does? This is a painful process, for our soul is never willing
to surrender to the holiness of YAHSHUA. The unrenewed soul cannot be saved.
Sometimes, our Lord takes hard measures to call our attention in submission to
His will. The letter to the Hebrews says, You must submit to and endure
[correction] for discipline; God is dealing with you as with sons. For what son is
there whom his father does not train and correct and discipline? Now, if you are
exempt from correction and left without discipline in which all share then you are
illegitimate offspring and not true sons (Heb. 12:7-8). Yes, all things work together
harmoniously to bring about God’s holiness into the life of every believer to make
them partakers of the image of God.

The road of sanctification is rough and difficult to travel on. “Not my will, but Your
will will be done.” Valleys and deserts are good definitions to describe the road of
sanctification. By looking away to YAHSHUA, who is the Leader and the Source of
our faith and is also its finisher, we will endure, for He, for the joy that was set
before Him, endured the cross, despising and ignoring the shame, and is now
seated at the right hand of the throne of God (Heb. 12:2). God’s purpose in
bringing us through the fire of sanctification is to train us to be in conformity to
Him. We must pursue consecration and holiness without which no one will [ever]
see the Lord (vs.14). The span of our life is in God’s plan and purposes. His plan
and purposes are very important to Him in the process of working to mold us to
be like Him. This is very important in that it determines our future with Him.
When we disregard the words of our Savior concerning the self-denial in order to
carry our cross so to follow Him, we step out of His will and out of His
sanctification path; Romans 8:28-29 then is no longer applicable to us, until we
repent and return to His plan and purpose. Then “All things will work together and
are for good to those who love God and are called according to [His] design and
purpose.”

It takes both sides for God’s purpose to be accomplished in the lives of those who
love Him: The Giver of salvation and the recipient of it. YAHSHUA, as the Giver,
accomplished His redemptive work when He offered His life as a sacrifice in order
to execute God’s purpose of salvation for men. We, the recipient of the gift of




salvation, have our part in fulfilling our salvation through sanctification. It is to
surrender our will to God’s will in obedience and humbleness of heart, enduring
all that comes in the way of hardship, as in persecution and many other ways that
challenge us. As the song says, “The world behind me, the cross before me, no
turning back, no turning back.” YAHSHUA told His disciples, If anyone desires to be
My disciple, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me (Matt.
16:24). In the case of our Savior, “although being essentially one with God and in
the form of God, did not think this equality with God was a thing to be eagerly
grasped or retained, but stripped Himself so as to assume the guise of a servant in
that He became like men and was born a human being and after He had appeared
in human form, He abased and humbled Himself and carried His obedience to the
extreme of death, even the death of the cross!” (Phil. 2:6-8). He took up our cross
and followed the via dolorosa, where He was crucified; the Just for the unjust; the
Holy for the unholy. Meanwhile, God, in His sovereignty, makes all things to work
together for His purpose to be accomplished in the lives of those who love Him.
His purpose is embedded in the written promises God gave to us.

My friends, don’t reject the Holy Spirit’s work of sanctification. It is essential for
the completion of your salvation; without it you cannot see God! If you have

experienced the new birth according to our Lord, YAHSHUA, to you is given the
tittle of children of God, and as such, you are obligated to follow the requirements
necessary to remain in Him; He said, Dwell in Me, and | will dwell in you. Just as
no branch can bear fruit of itself without abiding in the vine, neither can you bear
fruit unless you abide in Me; If a person does not dwell in Me, he is thrown out
like a branch, and withers; such branches are gathered up and thrown into the
fire, and they are burned (John 15:4,6). God is doing His part to save and sanctify
you; walk in the light of His countenance and perceive His love for you, not
wanting that you perish, but that you obtain salvation. The Christian life is not
easy; but it is rewarding at the end of our race. At the end of his life, Paul had this
to say: | have fought to good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the faith.
Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, will award to me and recompense me on that day- and not to
mee only, but also to all those who have loved and yarned for and welcome His
appearing (Il Tim. 4:7-8). May these words be ours at the end of our pilgrimage on
earth!




