
Elijah, a ProPhEt for all timEs 
 
 Why do the scribes say that Elijah must come first? Asked His disciples. YAHSHUA then 
answered them saying, But I tell you that Elijah has already come, and they did not know or 
recognize him, but did to him as they liked. So, also the Son of Man is going to be treated and 
suffer at their hands (Matt.17:12). YAHSHUA answering the question, confined to the disciples 
that He, like John, will be rejected and be killed by those who killed John. That was a solemn 
moment for the disciples to ponder about the words of YAHSHUA, as they had just experienced 
the most supernatural event, when YAHSHUA underwent a change in their presence at the 
Mount of Transfiguration; His face shone clear and bright like the sun, and His clothing became 
as white as light; and there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with Him, and then, 
they were overshadowed by a shinning cloud and God’s voice sounded warning them saying, 
This is My Son, in Whom I am delighted; listen to Him (Matt. 17: 2-3,5). The subject of the 
conversation between them was of great importance, for those were YAHSHUA’S last forty days 
on earth before His death. The Gospel of Luke is the only one that mentions the subject of the 
conversation (Luke 9:30). Moses, representing the Law and Elijah, the prophets, constituted 
time frames when all that which had been prophesized about YAHSHUA was going to be fulfilled 
through Him. YAHSHUA, through His death, was going to fulfill the Law in its entirety. Moses and 
Elijah came to Him with the purpose to be witnesses and to confirm the coming event. As a 
matter of fact, A.E Ware, the author of the book, The Restored Vision, suggested that the two 
men seen at the tomb of YAHSHUA at His resurrection, were Moses and Elijah. 
 
Elijah became the subject of the conversation, when they were coming down from the mount. 
Based on what had been prophesized by Malachiah 4:5-6: Behold, I will send you Elijah the 
prophet before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes. And he shall turn and reconcile the 
hearts of the fathers to the children and the hearts of the children to their fathers, lest I come 
and smite the land with a curse and a ban of utter destruction. The disciples’ question was, Why 
must Elijah come first? That is, before the end of all things or the great tribulation. “But I tell 
you that Elijah has already come.” Was the answer presented to them by YAHSHUA. How so? In 
the spirit and power of Elijah. He was not Elijah in his physical body, for that, Elijah will come in 
person to fulfill the prophecy of Malachi 4:5. John went into all the country round about the 
Jordan preaching a baptism of repentance unto the forgiveness of sin, as it was written in the 
book of Isaiah the prophet (Luke 2). This same John’s garments were made of camel’s hair, and 
he wore a leather girdle about his waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey (Matt. 3:4). 
His message to the nation of Israel was hard and direct without compromises. To the Pharisees 
and Sadducees coming for baptism, he called them, You brood of vipers! Who warned you to 
flee and escape from the wrath and indignation that is coming? Bring forth fruit that is 
consistent with repentance and do not presume to say to yourselves, We have Abraham for our 
forefather; for I tell you, God is able to raise up descendants for Abraham from these stones; 
and already the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire (Matt.3:7-10). So, with many other appeals and 
admonitions he preached the good news to the people. But Herod the tetrarch, who had been 
told about his fault and reproved with rebuke producing conviction by [John] for [having] 



Herodias, his brother’s wife and for all the wicked things that Herod had done, added this to 
them all- that he shut up John in prison (Luke 2:18-20). 
 
Both John and YAHSHUA were killed at the hands of His own people and the Gentile nation of 
Rome. John the precursor of YAHSHUA was a unique man. The Bible says that he was the voice 
of one crying aloud in the wilderness. Prepare the way of the Lord…His father Zachariah was 
told before John was born that he shall to be called a prophet of the Most High; for He shall go 
on before the face of the Lord to make ready His ways, to bring and give the knowledge of 
salvation to His people in the forgiveness and remission of their sins… And the little boy (John) 
grew and became strong in spirit; and he was in the deserts until the day of his appearing to 
Israel (Luke 1:76-77,80).  
 
John’s authority when preaching, was like that of YAHSHUA’S with boldness and with no respect 
of people’s position.  So much so, that he ended up in jail and later beheaded, for standing for 
righteousness and truth, while fulfilling his duty of a prophet like no other. YAHSHUA said that 
all the prophets and the Law prophesized until John, or until now; from that time, the kingdom 
of God is preached…. (Luke 16:16). John’s preaching of the kingdom of God was the fulfillment 
of the Law and the prophets. Isaiah prophesized about John when he said, The voice of one 
crying in the desert…. Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the wilderness the paths of 
our God (Isaiah 4:3). John prepared the way for the Lord by preaching about repentance and 
forgiveness; He was looking at YAHSHUA as the Lamb of God, Who, through the shedding of His 
blood, was going to take away the sins of the world, through repentance and forgiveness. At the 
cross, John’s message was fulfilled, accomplishing his role as Elijah, who prepared the way for 
the Lord YAHSHUA, at His first coming. 
 
Elijah, a prophet for all times, was a hairy man with a girdle of leather about his loins (II Kings 
1:8).   He reminds us of John’s way of dressing. Elijah, was a man of great faith and courage, 
living solely to serve God, depending on His provisions, in order to accomplish God’s purpose of 
judgment for the nation of Israel. He was fed by angels on one occasion and on another time by 
ravens, in a supernatural life style of a prophet. A prophet who stood before God, Elijah brought 
complete destruction to the false prophets of Baal and Asherah, killing all 850 of them (I Kings 
18). No compromise for Elijah. He was one of the witnesses that came to the Mount of 
Transfiguration and discussed YAHSHUA’S exit from the earth with Him. He was translated to 
heaven without experiencing death, but will return to fulfill Malachi’s prophecy for the end 
time: Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and terrible day of the Lord 
comes. And he shall turn and reconcile the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the hearts 
of children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the land with a curse and a ban of utter 
destruction (4:5,6). The realization of this prophecy is found in Revelation chapter 11:3-13. 
These two witnesses will be given power to shut up the sky, so that no rain may fall during the 
days of their prophesying; and they also have power to turn the waters into blood and to smite 
and scourge the earth with the manner of plagues as often as they choose (Vs.6).  Many believe 
they to be Moses and Elijah, Moses for having to do with the Egypt’s plagues and Elijah for 
having to do with the shutting up of the sky in his days so that rain did not fall. They represent 
the Law and the prophets, through which prophetic utterances concerning all prophecies found 



in the Bible were made. They were very much part of the fulfillment of God’s future plan for the 
nation of Israel and the world. 
 
So, Elijah truly is a Prophet for All times. 
 


